ODSS Waste Audit 2009

Each year, we are mandated by the board to collect data on the waste we produce as a school. This year's waste audit was conducted over a single school day in the lower gym.  Garbage was collected, sorted, and weighed.  Thanks to Mr. Hunt's DD class who did a lot of the dirty work.

Results for the 2009 waste audit at ODSS: 

Garbage Stream - 99.8 kg (220 pounds) of garbage per day

Recycling Stream - 74.8 kg (165 pounds) of recycling per day

Highlights:

Happily, almost all newspapers and magazines are being recycled (11 kg per day in recycling, 0.8 kg per day in garbage).

Most plastic food packaging is making it into the recycling stream (10.9 kg in recycling, 4.5 kg in garbage)

Overall, we reduced the amount of garbage we produce at ODSS by about 20% this year over last.  This was largely the result of a composting program started this year at ODSS (in conjunction with Dufferin County).  Currently, composting is limited to kitchen areas.  We are still throwing out about 100 pounds of food per day at ODSS; close to half of our entire waste is food.  
Next Steps:

We will be looking to further reduce the waste we produce through an expanded composting program, awareness campaigns, improved access to recycling, etc.

